Biography of Calvin V. Atha

By Debora Kerr

Calvin V. Atha was born in the early months of 1860, probably in Monroe County,
Virginia, to parents Lorenzo Atha and Mary J. Wiseman. By 1870, the Atha family had
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Calvin V. Atha and Eliza Etta
Daniel, his second wife.
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Martha Atha about 1925
(Picture shared by Debora Kerr.)

moved to the Clear Fork area of Raleigh County (now
West Virginia). Here, as a young man, Calvin worked
with his father on their family farm.  Calvin married
his first wife Elizabeth Hix on February 11, 1881.
Among their children were: John F., born February

- 1885; Lena B., born September 1887; and Thomas N.,

born 1893.

His second marriage occurred on April 9, 1905,
to Eliza Etta Daniel. His family continued to reside in
Raleigh County. With Etta, he had four more children:
Martha Ann, born July 29, 1906; Calvin Edgar, born
September 4, 1907; Wilmer, born May 8, 1911; and a
daughter.

By 1920, Calvin had changed occupations to
become a coal miner. The last years of his life were
spent in the household of his son John in Elkridge,
Fayette County, West Virginia. Calvin died on March
8, 1931, from complications arising from a broken hip.

My grandmother Martha Ann Atha told me her
father Calvin’s middle name was Vandevere. Raleigh
County Marriages, Volume No. 4, 1902-1909 by Pauline
Haga lists it as Vandevort. Other researchers have this
middle name recorded as Van Jesrook. | have found no
other public records to indicate which is correct.

Martha Atha and child Arnold Wayne Crouse.
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